His end was undoubtedly hastened by his efforts to turn the
Labor movement against the new Bill for the Enfranchisement
of Women; and he was proud to number a Countess among his
converts. He almost lost his temper with me because I said that
I should support any Bill that would make a start by giving a
parliamentary vote or seat to even one woman, though the
property qualification were a million sterling. "All or nothing!"
he said, with a fervor worthy of Ibsen's Brand.
The governing classes keep the mass of people enslaved by
taking advantage of their sloth, their stupidity, their ignorance,
their poverty, their narrowness, their superstition, and their vices.
They could not enslave Joe by such means. He was energetic
and clever; he was as well read as most cabinet ministers; he was
sufficiently fed, clothed and housed (by his wife); he was a uni-
versalist in his breadth of view; he was an atheist; and he had
practically no vices. And yet the governing classes tied Joe up
with the principles of absolute morality tighter than they could
tie a hooligan with a set of handcuffs.
After all, the principles of absolute morality were made for
this very purpose; so Joe was hardly to be blamed.